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Start of War 


Not many people have caught 
the full import of the fina] Pearl 
Harbor investigations, The admin- 
istration leaders monopolized the 
hearing for many weeks with tes- 
timony by Hull, Grew, Marshall 
and others committed to the ad- 
ministration’s defense. They tried 
to have the hearing closed before 
General Short and Admira] Kim- 
mel got a chance. But Democrats 
as well as Republicans demanded 
that the Pearl Harbor commancers 
be given a hearing, believing that 
no blot upon the character of the 
administration could be greater 
than the record of such an injustice. 

In the testimony of Short and 
Kimmel however, nothing unex- 
pected developed, It simply became 
more clearly revealed that both of 
these men had been victims of un- 
believable blundering, procrastina- 
tion and political maneuvering to 
such an extent that they were 
themselves a part of the whole un- 
happy picture and thus were shorn 
of much hope for personal vindica- 
tion. 

But underneath the whole inves- 
tigation was a simmering mass of 
facts that was never really touched 
and was feared by Republicans and 
Democrats alike because of the re- 
action of the American public if 
such facts were Known, Tnese facts 
relate to the manner in which Am- 
erica was already at war prior to 
Pearl Harbor! 


Summary 


For instance, it is well known in 
official circles that our Navy had 
been convoying ammunition ships 
to England and that some of our 
destroyers had fired upon German 
submarines many weeks prior to 
Pearl Harbor. Also, Oswald G. Vil- 
lard, noted editor and writer, re- 
cently summarized additional] facts 
in a report to the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation as follows: 

On April 9, 1941, the advance 
guard of an American army of 80,- 
000 men was landed in Iceland, and 
the knowledge of this entrance into 
the Second World War was with- 
held from the American people... 
Thus, in September, 1941, three 
months before Pearl Harbor and 
the German declaration of war, we 


(continued on next page) 


ERE ARE SOME FACTS OF LIFE WE MUST FACE:—Capital 

abused labor for generations, now labor with its new found might 
is inclined to be intolerant and inconsiderate of capital. Our party 
system in government has listened almost entirely either to the voice 
of money or to the promise of votes instead of to the voice of right. 
Greed, hateful vengeance and self-seeking make up the core of our 
problems. That is why all economic and political remedies have failed. 
Watch the American scene from this viewpoint and be your own 
prophet. Our future will be written in terms of our capacity as a 
people to deal with these problems in the realm in which they really 
exist—the realm of the spirit. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


ABOR PEACE AHEAD. The industrial strife that has been sweep- 

ing America soon should be subsiding. By mid-April and May, 
the country will likely swing out into the biggest boom of its history. 
This boom will remain in full vigor for 18 to 24 months, according 
to estimates sent out by top-flight economic experts to their private 
clients in large business concerns. By that time the civilian goods 
market will be reaching the saturation point . . . and from there on 
out anything can happen. 


FTER THE BOOM. High-priced economic forecasters don’t want 

to make their prosperous big business clients uncomfortable, so 
they become vague regarding the saturation point. The “clients” of 
Between the Lines’ information service are thousands of Christian 
laymen from all walks of life who are more interested in the truth 
than they are in protecting any one particular economic or political 
viewpoint. So we submit our long-range forecast drawn from informa- 
tion originating deep within the ranks of labor planning groups, 
important non-political economic specialists in Washington, social 
science authorities, etc. 

When the civilian goods saturation point comes in sight, pos- 
sibly before, a gigantic struggle will boil up all through the American 
industrial system that will concern itself with: 


1. The sanctity of profits as over against consumer need. When 
saturation comes, production begins to slide downward and profits 
drop, will men be laid off to protect profits or will they be kept on 
willy-nilly to keep consumer buying power sustained? Such a decision 
cuts into the heart of our entire business economy. It will be the zero 
hour of capitalism as we have known it. 


2. Further government control of production and finance, sup- 
ported by popular labor worker votes, to achieve a sustained economy 
that forces profits into a secondary position if not entirely into the 
background, Large managerial salaries will be scaled down, although 
still remaining high above workers’ wages; investors’ income will be 
forced more and more into a system of government-controlled income 
at levels somewhat higher than workers’ social security. 


(continued on next page) 


Housing Hurdle 


When a top flight, wealthy busi- 
ness man  0Obrings substantial 
charges against large business in- 
terests with which he is associated 
—that’s news! Only it never gets 
into the newspapers. 

Nathan Straus of New York City, 
is a very wealthy property owner 
who became interested in public 
service in the field of housing. He 
served for severa] years in the gov- 
ernment as director of the Nation- 


al Housing Administration. Mr. 
Straus, who is thus an authori- 
tative voice in this field, now 


publicly states that the present 
housing shortage is the result of 
deliberate planning on the part of 
great rea] estate interests and land 
corporations which have blocked 
all attempts on the part of the 
government to provide post-war 
low rent housing facilities. This 
hits the veterans particularly hard 
and Straus declares that the emer- 
gency housing program now being 
set up is as much a betrayal of the 
veteran as was the war-time lack 
of action. He blames reactionary 
real estate interests which have 
exerted pressure to prevent the 
erection of new buildings which 
might give stiff competition to 
their present holdings. 


Lopby Against Housing 


“The activities [of the National 
Home Builders’ Association, the 
National Association of Real Es- 
tate Boards and the United States 
Savings and Loan League] are 
directed to blocking any legislation 
which would provide good low-rent 
housing and thereby interfere with 
the fat profits gained by keeping 
unsanitary slum shacks and dark 
slum rookeries crowded with ten- 
ants,” said Mr, Straus. He goes 
on to state that representatives 
of these organizations apparently 
have access to “almost unlimited” 
funds for printing, arranging con- 
ventions and lavish entertaining, 

Mr. Straus points out that the 
country does not need great num- 
bers of $10,000 houses today, that 
the shortage exists for about 2,- 
000,000 homes which wil] rent for 
$20 to $50 a month, But the 
$10,000 buildings are the ones 
which bring in dollars for the real 
estate promoters even though less 


(continued on last page) 








Start of War 


(continued) 


destroyed a German meteorological 
station in Greenland, killing or cap- 
turing its members. If this was not 
war, what was it but an act of 
piracy? Yet not a word of this ap- 
peared in any daily. 

But as we approach Pearl Har- 
bor even more sensational facts 
appear. It is now known that the 
British “cracked” one Japanese 
code in the fall] of 1941, and our 
Navy another one a little later, In 
this way the President learned 
authoritatively by November 5, 
that Tokyo would compromise no 
further, and that any agreement 
for peace must be signed by No- 
vember 25. 

On the 28th, Secretary Hull noti- 
fied Ambassador Halifax that the 
situation was completely out of 
their hands and in those of the 
Army and Navy—notification that 
war was near. This was nine days 
before the attack, yet our two com- 
manders in Hawaii were no more 
allowed to know this terrible fact 
than were the American press and 
people. Mr. Hull thereafter pre- 
tended, just as much as the two 
Japanese ambassadors, to be work- 
ing for peace when he knew that 
war was at hand, Yet from No- 
vember 27 on, not a communication 
as to our relations with Japan was 
sent to Genera] Short. 

Moreover, it is now alleged that 
the President, Mr. Hull, Mr. Knox, 
and Mr, Stimson knew on the eve- 
ning of December 6 that an imme- 
diate Japanese attack was pending, 
this because of another intercepted 
dispatch. [Testimony in the Pearl 
Harbor investigations supported 
this.—Ed.] Still no warning was 
sent to Hawaii. When the news 
was finally dispatched to General 
Short it was by slow commercial 
telegram, although General Mar- 
shall had on his desk a “scrambler 
phone” by which he could have 
reached Genera] Short immediately, 


The Tyler Kent Case 


There still remass in the offing 
the Tyler Kent investigations re- 
garding Roosevelt’s pre-war plans 
and relations with Churchill. Stren- 
uous efforts are being made behind 
the scenes, however, to prevent 
a Kent hearing. 


Indian Collaboration? 


As in Java and Indo-China, the 
most convincing argument against 
some of the native insurgents is 
that they collaborated with the 
Japanese. This line of reasoning 
has been brought forward in Java 
even though the British themselves 
have been using Japanese troops. 
The same accusation has been 
used in Indo-China and more re- 
cently in India, especially regard- 
ing the Calcutta outbreaks, accord- 
ing to a Worldover Presg report. 

But a British journal, to its great 
credit, has exploded the colla- 
boration fallacy. Says The New 
Statesman and Nation—only one 
of several London publications to 
take the same view—in comment- 
ing on the whole ferment in the 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


3. Labor participation in management, Such a program is very 
much in the foreground of all labor leaders’ plans and is already in 
force in many important smaller industries. This fact, however, is 
treated with cold silence by the press and radio which must obey the 
voice of wealthy owners who are 99 per cent anti-labor and anti any 
social change. 


In the wake of such epoch making transitions, many other changes 
will begin to appear: Nation-wide, prepaid health, hospitalization and 
medical service; public control of all sources of power, fuel, etc., 
(private corporations may continue to operate in this field but only 
by full cooperation with vast public enterprises); wide growth and 
recognition of the great consumer cooperative movements as a nat- 
ural corollary to modern progressive capitalism. The threat of dic- 
tatorial labor leadership will blossom and dwindle sporadically as 
strong men arise out of the tough tests of battle. 

Many of these changes will come only after long and bitter 
struggles. But they will come as the American portion of the wide- 
spread changes that have already swept the world. It will not mean 
the end of capitalism, for private enterprise will flourish within these 
boundaries and capitalism will still be considered the best way of life. 
However, it will be a capitalism operating for the good of all, opera- 
ting under imposed legal controls, since to date capitalism has failed 
to operate under moral controls to meet the need of an ever-awaken- 
ing human conscience. 


Ao. Important new developments are under way behind 

the scenes on the American labor front. More and more the entire 
CIO program and organizational literature and propaganda are becom- 
ing pro-Russian in sentiment and outspokenly socialistic in aim. On 
the other hand, the great AFL machine is taking a vigorous line in 
Opposition to this CIO trend and is starting an open fight against the 
entire World Trade Union setup, in the forming of which the CIO 
and Russian trade unions have led. In some industrial areas of Amer- 
ica, a real struggle is developing between the CIO and the AFL on 
these differences. 

The AFL is pitting its forces of 7 or 8 million over against the 
65 million organized within the World Federated Trade Union, but 
with the AFL being greatly strengthened by the merger of the mine 
workers union, this giant pitched battle of ideas will have an impor- 
tant influence in this country’s relationship to the Soviet. 


Af AND JIM CROW. The AFL has been a Jim Crow union, dis- 

criminating against Negroes, but an important policy change is 
in the making, evidenced by the AFL’s recent backing of the Fair 
Employment Practice Commission bill in Congress, a bill designed to 
protect the Negro from discrimination in employment. 


RUSH, IRAN, OIL. There will likely be a new UNO crisis in 

Iran soon. The Russians are determined to break the ring of 
Empire control in the Near East which Britain has long maintained 
across Russia’s southern frontiers. It isn’t hard for the Russians to do 
this, because Britain has been supporting old feudal landlord govern- 
ments in exchange for the Near East oil monopolies. Soviet agents 
penetrate these borders and easily stir up the starved and oppressed 
people. Revolts break out and the Russians move adroitly to block off 
British efforts to rescue and bolster up the old medieval tyrannies they 
have been supporting. 

As you already know, the Iranian provinces of Azerbaijan has 
fallen to a “local front movement” which, without question, has Mos- 
cow’s support. Two or three other Soviet frontier provinces are soon 
going to fall—probably Meshed and Mazanderan will be next. The 
UNO will be called upon to protect “helpless Iran,” but Russia will 
permit no interference. 

This oil-rich area will be one of the tender spots for vears to 
come. No doubt the long-range Russian objective is control of the 
Iranian government itself. A new Iranian government could quickly 
transfer the great Anglo-Persian oil concessions to Russia, concessions 
which are a vital part of British economy. In this way the Russians, 

(continued on next page) 





Marines in China 


American Marines in China are 
managing to get a few angry re- 
ports back concerning the things 
they are forced to do and the cir- 
cumstances under which they 
serve. They were sent to China, 
supposedly to disarm the Japanese 
troops. Instead they are being 
asked to pal around with those 
troops on guard duty. Nine thous- 
and Japanese soldiers are still be- 
ing used by both the American 
Government and the Chinese Na- 
tional Government as_ railroad 
guards. Marines don’t like to have 
to serve with them — protesting 
that too quickly the enemy has be- 
come an ally. 

The bitterness of the Marines 
along the railway at Chinwantao, 
according to New York Times 
writer Lieberman, aside from their 
reluctance to do a job as partners 
of Japanese, extends to complaints 
that high point men are not being 
sent home fast enough and to pro- 
tests that they dd not enlist to 
guard British property, by which 
they refer to the four Kailan coal 
mines which are operated by a 
private Sino-British concern, 

“Why should we be kept here 
to guard these guy’s mines,” they 
complain. “We thought we were 
sent out here for a war.” 

Also, nearly 10,000 tons of coal 
are being carried away daily from 
these mines in Liberty ships to 
factories in Shanghai. This does 
not set well with homesick Ma- 
rines who have been told that there 
are no ships to take them to the 
United States, 


Prelate’s Visit 


Archbishop Alexie of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church, has been 
visiting in the United States for 
some months. The purpose of his 
visit has recently come to light. 
At 2 meeting of all the bishops 
and prelates of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church of America, Alexie en- 
deavored to promote the accep- 
tance of the Church at Moscow 
as the spiritual] and temporal au- 
thority of all Russian Orthodox 
churches in this country. The Am- 
erican bishops rejected the pro- 
posals, 


Where There’s Smoke... 


The average American cigarette 
has been filled with more lies and 
falsehoods than with good tobacco. 
But when government authority 
cracks down on false sales promo- 
tion, the public never hears about 
it because of the power of big 
tobacco advertising budgets for 
press and radio campaigns. 

T. Swann Harding, reporting in 
The Progressive, gives a brief 
summary of this situation. He says 
that the Philip Morris Company 
claimed that its cigarettes were 
sold to British royalty and began 
to put “By special] appointment” on 
its packages. It played up the 
word “English” and used English 
expressions lavishly. When the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission ordered 
that such false claims be stopped, 
Philip Morris manufacturers dis- 
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Where There’s Smoke... 
(continued) 


covered that their cigarettes had 
curative properties— could sooth 
the throat, Again the FTC said, 
“Quit lying.” 

Then, as Mr. Harding comments, 
“the Reynolds Tobacco Company 
declared that smoking Camels 
aided digestion, fortified good 
health and was found by laboratory 
research to restore bodily energy. 
You could smoke as many Camels 
as you wished and still retain top 
athletic form. They wouldn’t short- 
en your wind nor irritate your 
tender throat.” 

Camels, said the Reynolds Com- 
pany, burned 25 per cent more 
slowly and contained 28 per cent 
less nicotine than other brands. 
The FTC cracked down—“‘‘false, in- 
accurate, misleading.” The FTC 
also charged that many Camel tes- 
timonials were signed by non- 
Came] smokers and even by non- 
smokers — charges which the to- 
bacco company never attempted to 
deny! 

The makers of Kools, the Brown 
and Williamson Tobacco Corpora- 
tion, claimed that their product 
cleared the head, soothed the 
throat and guarded against colds. 
The FTC ordered a halt to these 
deceptions, 

The FTC also said that scientific 
evidence was lacking to bolster the 
claim of Pal] Mall cigarettes that 
finger stains caused by other cigar- 
ettes would not result from the 
smoking of Pall Malls. Neither did 
the FTC believe that Pall Malls 
protected tender throats, filtered 
the harsh irritants out of tobacco 
smoke... 

The FTC also cracked down on 
Lucky Strikes, flatly asserting 
that, among other things, these 
cigarettes were not toasted, did 
not have inside place among to- 
bacco smokers, were not less acid 
than other brands, were not less 
irritating to throats, did not con- 
tain better or higher priced tobac- 
co, would not prevent cough, were 
not made from the cream of the 
tobacco crop... 

And so it goes. 

About any cigarette is o.k. if you 
want to smoke. But shouldn’t a 
fellow be able to get a nice clean 
smoke without having to pay for a 
lot of lies and cheap falsehoods as 
he seeks a quiet moment over a 
good book with the fragrant weed? 


Quack Colleges 


Veterans are being preyed upon 
by quack, fly-by-night “schools” 
and inadequate, educationally un- 
sound ‘‘colleges.” These so-called 
schools and colleges, say govern- 
ment agencies, are springing up in 
many parts of the country to get 
some of the $500,000,000 which the 
GI Bill of Rights will make avail- 
able yearly to veterans for educa- 
tional purposes. Warnings are be- 
ing sent out from Washington that 
racketeers are taking advantage 
of the overcrowding that exists in 
accredited educational institutions 
and are unscrupulously planning 
and organizing to mulct unwary 
veterans of their GI benefits. 


LOOKING US OVER 
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Tate, Ff akeeon) 


Many returning veterans have had experiences of such severity, have 
been through such days of immeasurable suffering that they have found a 
new meaning and a deepened understanding of life. Thousands of parents 
have received letters from their sons testifying to this fact. God became 
real out there where everything around them had become impossible. But 
as those veterans come home,—are they finding people conscious of God 
and deeply aware of the significance of suffering? Hardly. They find black 
markets, a thousand kinds of graft and chiseling, easy money and easy 
morals ... and half empty churches. A lot has been said about helping 
the veteran overcome the effects of what he has seen in the war. More 
needs to be said about how to help the veteran overcome the effects of what 
he sees at home. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


through control of such a government, could bring influence, trade, 
commerce and armed power down into the Persian Gulf,—a possible 
development that has been a nightmare to the British imperial leaders 
for many generations. 

Britain has succeeded in drawing American interests into the 
troubled area and, as a result, American oil companies now share 
some of the most important British concessions. The groups in Wash- 
ington and London which would be willing for America to go to war 
to protect these vital imperial interests are too clever to let the Amer- 
ican people become disturbed over the situation in distant Iran, but 
you can depend on it that there will be plenty of fanfare over other 
clashes of Russian-Anglo-American interests, like the recent Kuriles 
Soviet move. The Kuriles have no economic significance but are much 
easier to find on the map and make much better propaganda,—this in 
spite of the fact that the Kuriles move is admittedly based upon the 
Potsdam agreements. So keep your eyes open for the overplaying of 
some issues in the news and in official reports, and the underplaying 
of issues where the real centers of strife exist. That’s how wars are 
made. 


|: pabiareit vs. RUSSIA. Here is the story of what is behind the in- 

termittent British-Russian quarrels over Greece, Indonesia and 
Iran, which quarrels will continue to be a threat to UNO stability 
and to the peace in general for months to come. When Greece was 
liberated, the Greek communist forces, made up of peasant and work- 
ers’ groups, were well organized and ready to seize control. This 
threatened the traditional British policy of letting no unfriendly 
power have access to the Mediterranean. So Churchill hurled British 
troops into Greece, thousands of Greeks were killed, thousands more 


(continued on next page) 


The Other Cheek? 


In contrast to the chaos in Ger- 
many under American, British, 
French and Russian rule, Denmark 
is undertaking a liberal program 
of education for thousands of Ger- 
man refugees now in Danish ter- 
ritory. According to a Worldover 
Press report, Johannes Kjaerboel, 
chief of the Danish refugee ad- 
ministration and former Minister 
of Social Affairs, has declared that 
the Danes are not treating the 
German refugees the way the Ger- 
mans treated their prisoners. De- 
scribing the confusion which pre- 
vailed among refugees at the time 
of German capitulation, Kjaerboel 
said: 

“It is hoped that by the 1st of 
December, 140,000 refugees will be 
quartered in barracks, and an ed- 
ucational program for both adults 
and children will be put into opera- 
tion among the German refugees. 
School books are being prepared 
and, with the help of anti-Nazi 
teachers, everything is being done 
to counteract Nazi influence in the 
refugee camps, The camps will be 
properly equipped for the winter to 
prevent diseases which might pos- 
sibly endanger the Danish popu- 
lation.” 

Danes believe that if the Ger- 
mans are to be re-educated to be- 
come democratic-minded people, it 
must be done by democratic means. 


GI’s and Germans 


GI’s are exhibiting a different 
attitude toward the German people 
than they held during the war. A 
War Department poll of troops sta- 
tioned in Europe shows that only 
21 per cent feel any hatred for the 
German soldier and only 10 per 
cent hate German civilians. Before 
V-E day, 41 per cent of American 
soldiers felt a “strong hatred” for 
German soldiers, and 20 per cent 
hated the German people. 


Russia’s Atom Bomb 


Don’t be misled by all the efforts 
of press and radio to laugh off re- 
ports that the Russians have an 
atom bomb only the size of a ten- 
nis ball but more powerful than 
the Nagasaki-Hiroshima numbers. 
Whenever a scientist says Russia 
has no atom bomb and won’t have 
one for a long time, his statements 
are given the widest possible pub- 
licity, but when a scientist says 
Russia has or will have one, he is 
either suppressed or given publicity 
in a mocking manner, Yet the fact 
is that 90 per cent of atomic 
scientists believe that Russia is 
either close to having perfected an 
atom bomb or already has one. 


Cooperatives Gain 


Recent reports reveal that con- 
sumer cooperatives in America are 
making great gains, According to 
official figures just put out by the 
government, the number of co-ops 
in this country between 1939 and 
1944 multiplied nearly four times, 
membership in them went up more 
than 800 per cent and the amount 
of business done increased more 
than 1,100 per cent. 











Housing Hurdle 


(continued) 


than 2 per cent of today’s veterans 
can afford a $10,000 home. 


Congressmen Block Housing 

Some of our Congressmen are 
working along with the real estate 
interests, says Mr. Straus. ‘Gore 
(Congressman Albert Gore of Ten- 
nessee) is rightly credited with 
having been chiefly responsible for 
killing public housing. On the sub- 
committee which considers and 
acts for the appropriations com- 
mittee on requests from the hous- 
ing agencies the slum landlords 
have two watch-dogs,” he declared. 
“The function of Wigglesworth of 
Massachusetts seems to be not only 
to lend respectability to the cause 
of the slum owners but to make 
certain that, if any low-rent hous- 
ing bill does pass, the government 
agency charged with carrying out 
the program shall be harassed by 
lack of funds for administration 
and technical personnel. 

“Wigglesworth’s co-worker on 
the committee is Taber of New 
York, The hatchet man of the so- 
called economy bloc, Taber works 
quietly behind the scenes and 
seems to have mysterious connec- 
tions with reactionary groups. 
These are the men who have suc- 
cessfully led the fight to kill low- 
cost housing and to bring about 
the shortage of homes by which 
slum owners are profiteering to- 
day.” 

Recent reports from Washington, 
however, indicate that we will soon 
be hearing much about a wide- 
spread movement to provide mil- 
lions of homes quickly at a low 
cost through mass_ production 
methods applied to prefabrication 
housing units. The pressure—espe- 
cially from veteran sources—is be- 
coming so great that Congress will 
be forced to act in spite of the 
lobby interests described above. 


German Land Reform 


While the Nuremberg trials drag 
on and in secret Congressional 
committee sessions charges fly that 
certain American and British offi- 
cials in Germany are helping the 
Nazi industrialists hide out the 
storm, news continues to cOme con- 
cerning the way the hard-boiled 
Russians are handling their end of 
things, 

We cannot condone the frequent 
undemocratic brutality of Russian 
methods, but it is foolish for us 
to close our eyes to the long range 
significance of Russian aims and 
achievements, The American press, 
for the most part, is being forced 
by the powers that control it to run 
widespread condemnation of Rus- 
sian ruthlessness and to maintain 
strict silence concerning Russian 
accomplishments. However, some 
few papers have carried news of 
the latter. 

According to recent authentic 
reports, the Russians have put 
through badly needed land reform 
measures. They have broken up 
the big estates, most of which were 
owned by the militaristic Junkers, 


(continued in last column) 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


were imprisoned by the British, and the moderate and conservative 
forces were firmly established where they still stand, backed by Brit- 
ish guns, 

The Greek communist and workers’ party was a minority, and 
the middle and upper Greek classes, while resentful of the British, 
feared the confiscation of property and industry by the communists 
should they come to power. Thus, the less radical groups have been 
agreeable to British occupation until elections shall have reestablished 
a stable, duly elected government. 

The Russians are angry about the success of the British in stifling 
communist propaganda, which might result in the success of commun- 
ist candidates at the polls, while a clear road is provided for the con- 
servative and moderate election candidates. 

The British have even been able to say that they will welcome an 
investigation of the activities of their army in Greece. This is because 
the Greek government now in power would naturally voice its support 
of the British occupation to which it owes its existence. The Greek 
government knows, of course, that the choice is between British con- 
trol or control by the Reds who may yet seize power. 

In Iran, the struggle is principally about oil, as we have outlined 
it above. But in Indonesia, the British have been maneuvering to 
extricate thémselves from what was rapidly disintegrating into a 
shameful and dangerous debacle. Censorship has kept hushed the fact 
that the Indonesian nationalists had succeeded in setting up a reason- 
ably effective native government, admittedly using the assistance of 
some Japanese military forces. Such a situation, of a native govern- 
ment functioning efficiently with or without Japanese help, was an 
intolerable thought to British, Dutch and French Empire interests, so 
since the Dutch were helpless, the British came in shooting and made 
the Japanese their own allies! 

Also, the British used as a moral shield the convenient fact that 
thousands of Europeans and Eurasians were being held by the Indo- 
nesians in what had been Japanese controlled concentration camps. 
Now that the Dutch have been able to mobilize, to gather an abun- 
dance of United States war materials and are prepared to attempt the 
control of their colony themselves, even although it means a long 
and bloody war, the Indonesian native government naturally prefers 
continued British occupation to the permanent return of the Dutch, 
hoping that appeals to the UNO and to the world conscience will yet 
be of some avail, 


ESTS. Aviation experts, Army strategists and scientists in Wash- 

ington are saying that the Navy tests of the atom bomb scheduled 
for the coming months will be conducted with the idea of showing 
what atom bombs cannot do to ships instead of what atom bombs can 
do to ships. Results, naturally, will be greatly influenced by the way 
the tests are approached. Do you think that 1,800 high ranking naval 
officers want to see fleets become obsolete before Christmas? Remem- 
ber General Billy Mitchell and the ships he blew up about twenty 
years ago? He sank his ship all right, but the General was discarded, 
not the Navy’s pet theories. 


YA. While fascists and reactionary elements tightly cling 

to control in much of Latin America, a surprise movement of 
almost left-wing tendencies has sprung up in rich Venezuela. Most of 
the American press, gun shy of any liberal trends, has almost com- 
pletely ignored the significant news of Venezuela’s new revolutionary 
development. 

However, the 37-year-old President of Venezuela, Romulo Betan- 
court, has announced land reform plans which will turn many of the 
vast landed Venezuelan estates into model, state-supervised farms. 
Venezuela is an extremely wealthy country, boasting more oil million- 
aires than any country of its size. However, a large proportion of 
Venezuelans are poverty-stricken and half-starved. The young, 28- 
year-old Secretary of Agriculture will bring 168 of the richest families 
before a seven-man tribunal. If they are found guilty of having ob- 
tained their property and wealth through the policies or whim of 
former dictator Vicente Gomez or his successors, their lands will be 
taken away and used to raise food for the hungry population. 

The impact of these revolutionary changes will have deep and 
lasting influence on all the peoples of the Western Hemisphere. 


Indian Collaboration? 
(continued) 


East: “The argument that many 
native leaders worked with the 
Japanese is misleading, for colla- 
boration appeared to many of them 
as the next stage to liberation 
from their Western conquerors, 
and these movements do now in 
fact represent the national feeling 
in these countries. They have en- 
thusiastic support in India. Unless 
we are prepared to face a long 
and dishonorable struggle, devel- 
oping to an ever increasing extent 
into a war between the white and 
colored peoples, the Allies must 
be prepared to come to terms with 
the now fully awakened peoples of 
Asia.” 

While Jawaharlal Nehru has ap- 
pealed to the rioters in Calcutta 
to drop their violent tactics, just 
as he repudiated simi'ar methods 
in Bombay last October, he has 
placed the burden on the police 
because they have done nothing to 
prevent such riots, but have mere- 
ly tried repression after they have 
started. “If Superintendents of 
Police were told that they would 
be dismissed if rioting broke out,” 
he hag stated, “there would be no 
riots.” 

The Indian leader knows that 
the police stand as symbols, the 
closest ones at hand, of imperialis- 
tic machinery, He has cited an in- 
stance in Bombay to explain the 
popular support of rioters—a case 
in which political prisoners who 
refused to be led a mile to court 
fettered and handcuffed, were sub- 
jected to the cruelty and indig- 
nity of being knocked down and 
dragged al the way “like dead 
animals.” 

Those who want a real settle- 
ment of the struggles now going 
on in Java, Indo-China and India 
should look behind the superficial 
incidents and seek to comprehend, 
even if they cannot invariably ap- 
prove, the reasons for popular at- 
titudes which are rooted in pas- 
sionate resentments against the 
West and in determination for 
greater freedom, 


German Land Reform 
(continued) 


and have divided the land among 
the peasants whose life, in the past, 
was comparable to that of the most 
underprivileged sharecroppers. This 
is not as startling a change as it 
might seem, for important groups 
in Germany have been demanding 
such action for many decades but, 
up to now, have been defeated by 
the Junkers’ power in German poli- 
tical circles. 

The Soviet has given to some 
270,000 peasants and refugees 4,- 
000,000 acres, which formerly com- 
prised about 7,000 large estates. 
Each farmer will receive about cen 
to twenty acres—a fair-sized farm 
for Germany where many families 
exist quite comfortably on farms 
as smal] as eight acres. 

The breaking up of the large 
estates will cause a decline in 
Junker power as well as aid to the 
land-poor and landless peasants 
a result considered important by 
the Russians and many Germans. 


